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Since many academic institutions have only limited resources to support 
internships, students are often responsible for identifying their own opportu-
nities. Planning should begin well in advance. You might start by meeting with 
your academic adviser and visiting the university career center. The study 
abroad office or adviser should have information on overseas programs. Be 
sure to exhaust every potential resource to identify opportunities, including 
faculty, family members, and even friends and acquaintances. Do not forget 
your own backyard. Larger communities, especially those located in or near 
major metropolitan centers, have numerous organizations and enterprises 
with international connections and interests. Many schools allow students to 
receive academic credit for their internships. In these cases, a set number of 
hours will need to be completed, and interns are likely to be responsible for 
keeping a journal of their activities or completing some other type of written 
assignment.

International Career Opportunities

Your coursework in international studies and experience with the international 
community will give you more in-depth knowledge of particular issue areas and 
a fuller appreciation of the diversity of perceptions and interests across the 
world. What are you likely to do with this information? How are you going to 
put your interest in international studies to work? Perhaps most important, 
what can you do with a degree in international studies? A range of options and 
numerous resources can help you to answer these questions and to further 
enhance your global skills and competencies.

A job in the global workplace could take you anywhere in the world that 
needs your talents. At the same time, rapid advances in technology will lead to 
the creation of new types of jobs that will demand new or enhanced knowledge 
and skills. While most students enter international studies programs knowing 
that they wish to pursue some sort of international career, not many know 
exactly what that means in practical terms or have a sense of how to go about it, 
and periods of global recession add to the uncertainty. Despite the ups and 

downs of the job market, the number 
of positions in the international field 
is likely to grow, and there will be 
opportunities to apply your training 
in a variety of ways.

Students considering an interna-
tional studies major (and their par-
ents) frequently express concern about 

How Will You Learn  
about Career Options?

a.	 visit the campus career center

b.	 attend career-related work-
shops

c.	 talk to my professors

d.	 talk to my parents

How Do You
Connect?


